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Back From

In the summer of 2006, I experienced
God's love like never before —1I had my

sins forgiven, and I also received the
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Siu-man Leung

became my new "god". My real God was
pretty much thrown into the garbage can,

and I even started to miss Church on

Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Sundays. That was how [ lost the Holy Spirit

Unfortunately going into the school going into the 2007 Summer Retreat.
year, | gave in to temptations and my I knew that my performance last year

passion for sports. [ began to get so was unacceptable. So my goal for this

involved in after-school sports that it year's Retreat was to seek stability in my



spiritual life.

On Wednesday night (at th? Retreat) before a
late-night prayer gathering, two brothers shared with
me their testimonies on receiving the Holy Spirit. It
was inspirational, and I started to pray with a fiery
heart. I had the will and determination, but it was all

"human power", and I was missing the key

ingredient — faith!

Viy: Life

August 23, 2007—a day
that would forever change my
life... and for that matter....my
after-life. While praying in
the chapel, at about 11:00,
miraculous

something

happened. The baptism of the

Holy Spirit came upon me,
and 1 suddenly found myself
speaking in tongues for the first time.

Being raised in a Christian home and taught in
Catholic institutions all my life, | thought I knew what
it was to have faith. I could not have been more
mistaken. While it was true that I had knowledge of the
faith, I didn't have that knowledge through faith.

My Christian walk at home is better than most of
my age group. | have daily devotion both on my own
and with my parents. While this may seem like the
normal, everyday routine for many of you, it is quite
rare in my hometown of San Francisco.

But as I grew in the Christian faith, I found I was

After about 30 minutes, something "clicked" - 1
realized what was wrong. So I relaxed a bit, and was
willing to let God handle the rest. Pretty soon, I got the
Holy Spirit back !

I learned my lesson from last year, and I'm not
going to make the same mistake again! Let us all build
up our relationship with God as we march on this

narrow path!

ging Day

Jonathan Lee

lacking something — something my mother had. There
was something different about her.

God led her in a personal and very real way. |
wanted this relationship. My search led me to this
Retreat. I had not been granted a chance to do so in the
past due to the fact that school started in mid-August,
and therefore provided an obligation I could not avoid.

God began to work at my heart even before |
arrived at Camp. Just spending time with the people of
the Church, I knew something was present here—in this
Church—that was missing from my Church back home.
I knew in my heart it was God's Holy Spirit working
within the Church. It was alive in its sense of
community.

In the beginning, attending Vancouver Church
was not easy on me. It took me a while to adjust...
mainly in 1) kneeling for such a long period of time, 2)
keeping focused during the long period of prayer time
(my mind tended to drift during the long, quiet period),
and 3) comprehending the major theoretical points

during the sermon due to my mere colloquial



proficiency with the Cantonese language.

[ had read the New Testament to understand what
it was like to have a personal relz;tionship with God.
After praying for such a relationship, God simply
provided the scriptures with which I could learn.

First, He led me to Matthew 18:2-6. God was
telling me to have faith like a child—blind trust in Him
and His power.

Next, God led me to the passage in Romans 8:1-
17. God let me know that I was not in control of myself
— His Spirit was.

Joseph Ko sat down and talked with me. His
insight and personal testimony cleared up many
questions which ran through my mind. After our talk
was done, I talked with Grace Wong, who was also
very helpful. Both however, left me with new
expectations rather than unanswered questions.

Wednesday was my day to wrestle with God.
Through the week, He had guided me, blessing me with
His word. I knew instinctively after prayer to flip to
passages in Hebrews, a book I had neglected many
times. Passages I knew quite well even shed new light
for me.

During the morning prayer time, | felt God
speaking to me directly. | asked earnestly for the gift of
His Holy Spirit but kept getting the same answer...that I
was not "broken" enough for Him — that I must break
myself before Him. But [ didn't know how.

Many talked with me about breaking down my
pride. It wasn't easy. But then Joseph said the best
words of advice I had heard during the entire trip —
"don't anticipate what will happen. Just pray about it
and wait."

And so I did just that...prayed and waited. I asked
God to strip me of all my thoughts, my expectations,
and especially my pride. [ wanted it to be just me and

him. Just me with the blind, child-like faith he gave me

- faith without any premonitions of how it should

- ] .
~riey

TR J

happen or want of control over myself —before Him. |
just kept praying relentlessly. The words bubbled out of
me, literally gushing from the deepest parts of my
mind, heart, and soul. Sometimes, I couldn't even put
what I was saying into words and began to speak in
tongues...in just one tone so I did not know it was His
Spirit at the time.

Later Alex Wong, Moses Lo, Desmond Leung
and I had a discussion which greatly helped to reaffirm
my faith.

The next morning I prayed for the exact same
things I prayed for the night before. Periodically I got
annoyed at my inability to the point that | was getting
frustrated at God. Then, out of the blue, my mom told
me that the gift of tongues, as initial evidence of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, appears differently to each
individual. Then I realized T was getting frustrated at
God for not giving me something. He had already given
me the night before. I told my mom this, and
immediately she told me to pray to God for
confirmation that what occurred the night before was
truly His Spirit filling me. As she left once again, I did
just that.

Then, the tongues began to spill out of me once
again. It was an amazing feeling — as if a fountain of
invisible living water was pouring out of me . [ felt that
amazing pcace which comes with the knowledge that
God was within me. I just basked in it.

The way I got the gift turned out to be nothing like
how I had imagined. While so many testimonies were
about how the believer broke down into tears.

The Spirit filled me on that day, August 23rd. God
gave me a foundation on which I can build a personal
relationship with Him. Now, I have the best gift ever
— His Spirit — which lives in me. He will guide me
through the rough times which will very soon come
(college). I wish all of the youth I met up there would be

able to experience what I have as well. Praise be to God.
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Church addresses and meeting times:

Hong Kong church— 11, Caste Road, Mid Levels, Hong Kong Tel: (852) 2548-6949 Fax: (852) 2845-2769

Sunday school: 11:00 am Sunday services: 2:00 pm, 7:00 pm  Wednesday services: 7:00 pm
Testimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every even month at 7:15 pm
Kowloon church——71, Waterloo Road, Homantin, Kowloon Tel: (832) 2713-5455
Sunday school: 9:30 am Sunday Services: 10:30 am,  7:00 pm Friday services: 7:00 pm
lestimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every odd month at 7:15 pm

1531 W. I5th Ave., Vancouver, B. C. Canada V6] 2K5 Tel: (604) 732-4470

Vancouver church
Sunday school: 10:00 am  Sunday services: 11:00 am, 7:00 pm  Wednesday services: 7:00 pm

Web site http:/ /www.pentecostal-mission.org



