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Are we ready ?

After biking home, eating
dinner and resting for an hour, I went
out for a short Skm run. As usual,
I carried my cell phone with me
to record my run. Everything felt
normal for the first half, but a few
minutes after turning around halfway,
my head started feeling cold. At
first, I thought it was from running
in a shaded trail during the evening.
I kept on running thinking I would
warm up, but instead I got colder
and colder. Soon after, I noticed I
was itching, hives were developing
and my feet were swelling. At that
moment, I remembered that when
I go out for a walk or exercising
after eating shrimp, I get an allergic
reaction. That was more than 10
years ago. I was about a 5 minute
run away from home, but I knew if I
kept on running my symptoms would
worsen. So I stopped running and
started walking; a 15 minute walk.
Within 5 minutes, my symptoms got
worse and worse: my face, feet and
throat started swelling, breathing
became difficult, my whole body
was cold, I started feeling sick and
walking became more difficult. I
finally stopped at a street intersection
to call home. I hoped and prayed that

my parents were home from their

evening walk. No one picked up. I
tried a few more times. Nothing. I
called their cellphone. It was turned
off. Finally, I called my relatives who
lived nearby asking for a ride back
home. My uncle was coming.

When [ was waiting, I felt really
sick and noticed others passing by. It
was very difficult to see anything as
my eyelids were completely swollen.
However, I noticed three kinds of
neighbours:

1. Those who looked and walked by,

2. Those who were concerned, asked
if I was OK, I said I was OK and
was getting help, then they left,
and

3. Those who were concerned, saw
I was in critical condition, called
9-1-1 and took out blankets to
keep me warm

By the time my uncle came,
the neighbour had already called 9-1-
1. I heard him talk to one of them
saying he could not recognize me.
Shortly after, the paramedics arrived
to attend to me. Around that time, my
aunt had informed my parents, but I
did not know they were there until
I was pulled up onto the stretcher
and into the back of the ambulance.
From then on, I started feeling much

better. The swelling was reducing

Melvin Lau
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and breathing became easier.

Illnesses and injuries have not
been a common occurrence to me, but
over the past year things have been
getting more severe:

1. From late August to early
September,Ihad amild concussion.

2. From early September to early
October, I had a month long flu.

3. From early October to early
January, I fractured 2 bones in the
wrist. Fortunately, both my Radius
and Ulna were not displaced.

After each situation, I thought
that things would not get worse, as 1
have never had a concussion, a month
long flu or a fractured bone before.
Even though I felt luckier each time
when life was back to normal, I also
had to examine myself deeper with
more humility. It almost felt as though
God was sending a message asking if
I were ready.

In the end, there are two
lessons we can all learn from my life
experience:

1. Of the three neighbours mentioned
above, which of them would we
be? Just like in 'The Parable of
the Good Samaritan'. Are we the
priest, Levite or Samaritan?

2. Our time can be any time. If it

were our time, would we be ready?
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Church addresses and meeting times:
Hong Kong Tel: (852) 2548-6949 Fax: (852) 2845-2769

Hong Kong church——11 » Castle Road * Mid Levels °
Sunday school: 11:00 am Sunday services: 2:00 pm *

7:00 pm Wednesday services: 7:00 pm

Testimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every even month at 7:00 pm

Kowloon church——71 :» Waterloo Road * Homantin °
Sunday school: 9:30 am Sunday Services: 10:30 am °

Kowloon Tel: (852) 2713-5455

7:00 pm Friday services: 7:00 pm

Testimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every odd month at 7:00 pm

Vancouver church——1531 W. 15th Ave. *  Vancouver

B. C. Canada V6J 2K5 Tel: (604) 732-4470

Sunday school: 10:00 am Sunday services: 11:00 am * 7:00 pm Wednesday services: 7:00 pm

Web site—http://www.pentecostal-mission.org
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