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| am Chan Shun Yan, a Sunday
school student of Kowloon
Middle Class A. Since | was
a child, |1 have followed my
mother to Pentecostal Mission.
When | was younger, | often
heard preachers and Sunday
school teachers share about the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. In the
five years from the age of two to
seven, | was convinced that the
Holy Spirit was what a Christian
need. When | was a little more
than 7 years old, a pure-hearted
me knelt and prayed, earnestly
confessing my sins to God. |
told God that | knew | had not
taken Him seriously in my daily
life, such as sleeping or painting
during prayer time when | was
younger. Soon God gave me the
precious Holy Spirit. At that time,
| felt that | was uttering a sheep-
like sound, and | was very close
to God. That was followed by a
feeling of peace and joy in my
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heart. Praise the Lord!

| would also like to share here
another incident of God's grace
to me. Around March 2020,
my mother and | went to visit
relatives and friends in the UK.
At that time, the epidemic in the
UK was not as severe as that in
Hong Kong, so we arrived there
smoothly. Unbeknownst to us,
on the eighth day of our stay in
the UK, the airline company sent
an email to inform us that the
flight back to Hong Kong was
cancelled and another ticket had
to be re-booked. At that time, my
mother and | felt anxious because
she had to rush back to work in
Hong Kong, and | had to go back
to school for lessons. Moreover,
it was not easy to buy air tickets
at that time, as there were few
flights back to Hong Kong. The
airfare was several or even ten
times the usual price, and there
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might not be any left for us to
purchase. So my mother and |
immediately went back to the
bedroom to pray earnestly, asking
God to have mercy and forgive
our sins, and to lead us forward.
After half an hour, something
miraculous happened. Someone
was knocking on the door of our
room. It turned out that it was
a relative who told us that they
had found a return ticket to Hong
Kong, and asked us to deal
with it immediately. | felt God's
omniscience and omnipotence.
He is omnipresent and cares
for us meticulously. Praise God!
Hallelujah!

The above two incidents made
me deeply appreciate God’s
endless love for me, so when
| reached fourteen, | decided
to apply for baptism to join the
church, and | was willing to follow
the Lord Jesus till the end.
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| am Nigel Cheung. | recently
got baptised on 21st November,
2021.

Having been brought up in a
Christian family, my parents
have been bringing me to church
since | was a child. | was quite
fascinated about the process of
baptism at that time. Watching
from the balcony, | found it quite
amusing as a child. However, as |
grew older, | began to understand
the meaning of baptism.

Quite a few years ago, some of
my friends at church chose to be
baptised. At that time, | struggled
with the idea of getting baptised. |
wanted to get baptised, but | was
reluctant to take the step to do
so. | didn't get baptised that year.
Last year, when the event was
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announced, | struggled with
the idea, but still came to the
conclusion that | would not be
baptised. However, on that
particular Sunday (please excuse
my poor memory, | forgot the
date), during Sunday school, my
teachers encouraged us to think
about getting baptised. They
pointed out that we shouldn't
hesitate and should take action
immediately.

| still hesitated. In the praying
time after Sunday school, | asked
God to strengthen my faith and
to take that step forward. All of
a sudden, there was this urging
feeling. | felt a very strong urge to
go up to the preacher to apply for
baptism. | couldn’t pay attention
for the whole morning sermon.
Then in the afternoon, | asked

God again. | was still unsure. But
then the feeling came back again,
stronger than ever (It's quite
hard to describe the feeling). So,
right after the afternoon service,
| immediately sought out the
preacher. The rest is history.

| didn’t share this experience
with many others before. It was
only until a member of the church
encouraged me to share it with
others. She helped me realise
that the experience was a very
special one.

“Be not afraid, only believe.” Mark
5:36 (KJV) | hope my experience
can help others strengthen their
faith in God during these times of
uncertainty.
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“A time for everything”
is not an excuse;
The Lord saves me from sins.

It is written respectively in Acts
2:38 and 22:16 - “Repent and
be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you
will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.” “And now what are you
waiting for? Get up, be baptized
and wash your sins away,
calling on his name.” Although
| have always felt that the Lord
is real, deep down | still had
many excuses to avoid turning
to Him. Looking back on my life,
the Lord has cared for me with
infinite tolerance and patience.
This made me determined to no
longer avoid Him, and to gather
the courage to be baptized and
join the church on November 21,
2021, confessing my faith in front
of everyone.

When it comes to baptism, | had
always felt that | would one day
set my heart on getting baptized,
but | was not sure when that
would be, being at ease with
everything that comes in my path.
Having experienced God’s grace
and protection, | realized that |

grew up in the Lord’s love. As
such, despite my indecision and
lack of courage, | finally gathered
the courage to confess in front
of everyone that Jesus Christ
is my only Lord; He is the way,
the truth, and the life. | rely on
the Lord for His forgiveness and
salvation by being baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ. Praise
God!

During a typhoon in 2021, |
could not leave home because
of strong winds and heavy rains,
and as a result | spent more time
with my family. At that time, my
mother kept asking me when |
would be baptized, reminding
me that being baptized is every
Christian’s responsibility. Thank
God! | believe it was God's Spirit
working in my heart that made
me feel less tired of what my
mother said than usual. Under
the stormy weather outside, God
reminded me through my mother
of His care and guidance in my
life. Having experienced all kinds
of God's grace and faithfulness,
the Lord's Spirit gave me the
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courage to be baptized. As it is
written in 1 Peter 3:21, "and this
water symbolizes baptism that
now saves you also—not the
removal of dirt from the body but
the pledge of a clear conscience
toward God. It saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ".
Thank God! My hardened heart
was melted by God's love and |
had the courage to be baptized
into the Lord. By baptism, |
expressed my willingness to
repent of my sins and confess my
indebtedness before God.

"Produce fruit in keeping with
repentance" (Matthew 3:8).
| know my life would not be
suddenly enriched by baptism.
| believe however that it is a
process by which a Christian
learn to humbly follow the Lord’s
lead. | would adopt the attitude of
being “in the world but not of the
world”, learn to love the Lord and
others in different stages of life,
and to work humbly and diligently
for the Lord.
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| am Arthur Lau. | was born and
raised in the church. In 2021,
| was baptized and joined the
church.

Back in 2020, when | was
listening to sermon, | heard the
announcement that baptism
would be held. At that time, |
thought about whether | should
apply for baptism, but | felt that |
was not qualified and also there
was no urgency, so | told God
that | would consider the matter
again next year.

In 2021, | heard again the
announcement about another
opportunity for baptism, and |
immediately recalled that | had
told God the year before that |
would be baptized this year. But

because | still felt that | was a
sinner and was not qualified, |
told God again that it would be
better to wait for yet another year
and consider the matter then.

In the following few weeks,
my mother, unlike in the past
few years, began to send me
messages asking me if | would
be baptized and join the church,
and also discussed with me why
| still had not decided to follow
Jesus and be baptized and join
the church. Finally, after lots of
thoughts, and reading the Bible
as well as the rules of the church,
| decided to join the church and
be baptized in 2021.

In retrospect, the reason why
| was weak and refused to be

baptized was because | had
heard Superintendent Sung
say: “you will not be saved by
baptism, you are just a "wet
sinner" if you continue to sin
after baptism”, and so | always
planned that | would only apply
for baptism after | received God's
grace. But after lots of thoughts
and reading the Scriptures, |
understood that baptism is about
accepting God and expressing
my will before people. In the
process of learning, God kept
pushing me to think further about
my relationship with God and the
meaning of baptism. Therefore,
| have the faith to decide to be
baptized, and | hope to get closer
to and know more about God.
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| am Wong Ka Shun, and | just
entered university this year. For
the past two years, | have been
through a period of low point
in my spiritual life. Facing high
school studies, the epidemic,
and social events in Hong Kong,
coupled with my lack of faith in
the Lord, these worldly events
lingered in my mind intermittently.
But thanks to God, | had the
opportunity to reconnect with
Him through the HKDSE (Hong
Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education).

During the preparation for the
HKDSE, many people sacrificed
many things in order to get good
grades. But | am grateful that | did
not overly focus on my studies.
As always, | entrusted my exams
to God, and throughout this
period | felt so at ease, as if God
was with me.

In one of the HKDSE
examinations, | was sent to
a rather distant examination
centre. During the intermission,

| found my wallet was missing!
Losing my wallet not only cost
me the fare to get home, but also
prevented me from attending
the second half of the exam and
even the subsequent exams due
to lack of supporting documents.
Just when | started to panic, |
suddenly remembered a saying
that my parents always reminded
me: "Trust in God in everything."
| then found a quiet corner,
sent a message to my parents,
and immediately began to pray.
During the prayer, | felt calm and
stable, without the panic just now.
Later, when my parents replied
to my message, they also asked
me to entrust the matter to God
in prayer first. | knew at that time
that God would help me. Praise
God, | recovered my wallet in
the exam hall and successfully
completed the next exam.

After the HKDSE, | spent a lot
of time at home because of
the epidemic. | started thinking
about my spiritual life. | recalled
how God was always with me
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and provided for me during
the HKDSE so that | could go
through this period with peace
of mind. Whilst | was preparing
for the exam, | still had the time
to be close to the Lord. Thank
God! No matter how busy | was
or how bad my spiritual life was
in the past, He did not mind my
weaknesses. He helped me in
every aspect and walked with
me. | thought that | could not
accept God’s help unilaterally
without reciprocating. So after
realizing that being baptized into
the Lord was something | should
do, | applied for baptism.

Thankfully, although | had
various thoughts and hesitations
before applying for baptism, God
gave me more faith through the
encouragement of my brothers
and sisters, affirming that this
was the decision | should make.
| am very thankful for God's
amazing guidance in these
few months, and | pray that the
Father will continue to walk with
me in the future.
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Thanks to the Lord’s protection
and guidance, God told me the
following through my Sunday
school teacher, “My dear brothers
and sisters, take note of this:
Everyone should be quick to
listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry, because human
anger does not produce the
righteousness that God desires.”
(James 1:19-20)

| decided to follow the Lord after
attending the church's summer
retreat, because as | looked
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back, | realized that over the
years the truths of the Bible and
what | learned at Sunday school
have changed me. During the
process of applying for baptism,
| was inspired by my Sunday
School teacher. During this year's
summer retreat, my Sunday
school teacher asked me if |
had ever thought about being
baptized, and | said yes, because
| want to follow the Lord. When
| got home, | prayed with my
family about being baptized; but
| had to make my own decisions
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because it was about my own
relationship with God. As soon as
the preacher announced the date
of baptism, and after my Sunday
school teacher explained to us
the meaning of baptism, | decided
to be baptized because | wanted
to express my determination
before God and people.

Prasie the Lord for letting me
make this decision without
pressure. May God continue to
protect and lead me. Thank the
Lord! Praise the Lord!
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In life, it is inevitable that we will
encounter stressful situations that
may cause us to feel worried,
anxious, or hopeless. Life can
be challenging, but thankfully, as
Christians, we are blessed with
the ability to communicate all our
concerns and struggles with God,
trusting that He will take care of
us.

For as long as | could remember,
| have always believed that
God was real, including the
Bible stories where Jesus fed
thousands of people with merely
a few loaves of bread and several
fish. There was never any reason
for me to doubt His existence or
my faith in Him. Hence, when
| withnessed my first baptism
service as a child, | felt a longing
in my heart to get baptized as
well. On that day, | remember a
fellow congregant approached
me after service and told me,
“One day, it will be your turn,” and
I've waited since then.

God has always been in my life,
and | have felt ready to receive
baptism, but He continually told
me to wait. One clear way God
hindered me from being baptized
was by compelling my family
and me to leave two different

churches we attended long-term
due to differing doctrines and
understandings of the Gospel.
This occurred twice, once when
| was seven and another when
| was fifteen years old. Under
these circumstances, it was hard
for me to pursue baptism, and
| continued to patiently wait my
turn.

God continued to delay me
from pursuing baptism at the
church my family and | currently
attend in Los Angeles. Until
recently, | was in university and
lived in a different city, which
made it difficult for me to attend
the in-person baptism classes
required for baptism. During the
pandemic, our church opened
the opportunity for online baptism
classes, which | was interested
in. However, the pastor asked
me to wait because there were
many elderly believers who also
wanted to get baptized. This was
completely understandable since
| had a lower chance of dying
from COVID-19 or another illness
compared to my elders. When
| shared this story with a friend,
they were in disbelief! After all,
why would a church reject a
person for wanting to receive
baptism? As | have experienced,
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it does happen.

God continued to close my
doors, which was frustrating to
face, but He mercifully opened
others. Around the same time |
was rejected from baptism, God
blessed me with the opportunity
to join Pentecostal Tabernacle
Vancouver’'s Sunday School
through Zoom. Initially, | was
skeptical and cautious, but | gave
myself a one-month trial period.
Surprisingly, | really liked this
group because our understanding
of the Gospel was the most
similar and compatible compared
to any other groups I've joined.
After attending Sunday School
for about a year, my dad asked
me if | wanted to get baptized in
Vancouver. Three years ago, he
asked me the same question,
and | rejected the idea. This time
around, | seriously considered it
and asked God for guidance.

Ultimately, it was God’s will for
me to get baptized here, but | did
have a few reservations. Firstly,
it was during the pandemic, and
my family and | were concerned
about contracting or spreading
the virus during our travels.
Secondly, | thought it was
superfluous to travel out of the



country, from the U.S. to Canada,
to get baptized in a church that |
didn’t particularly have a strong
affinity to. Lastly, a part of me
wanted to avoid this church
because it has been the culprit
of other people's pain and grief,
including those close to me. In
my prayers, | still ask God, “Of
all the churches in the world,
why did you choose this one?”
Admittedly, getting baptized
here in Vancouver is not that far-
fetched because it's not the first
time God used this church in my
life.

A story | seldom have the chance
to share is the time when God
healed me and restored my
relationship with Him. When |
was fifteen years old, my family
and | made the difficult decision
to leave church a second time,
which | briefly mentioned earlier.
Due to church politics fueled by
leaders and administration, we
were implicated by their cruel
actions and the false rumors they
spread. As a result, | became
extremely unhappy, anxious,
and stressed to the point where
| was consumed by darkness
and disturbing thoughts. | felt like
God had abandoned me because
there was no light in my world.

Although | seemed fine on the
outside, | suffered from turmoil
internally. In essence, | had
forgotten what it felt like to be
loved by God.

Amid my suffering, | attended
Vancouver Summer Retreat in
2016 for the first time, which
encouraged me to pray and read
the Bible. During an afternoon
prayer session with my mom, | felt
God's presence, which | hadn’t
felt in a long time. The Holy Spirit
continued to work within me well
after retreat. On Christmas of the
same year, God suddenly urged
me to pray—something | rarely
did privately since experiencing
depression. Without prompting,
| felt a rush of God's love, which
immediately drove out the
darkness and healed me from the
pain the church and its members
caused me. Simultaneously,
God allowed me to experience
the Remissions of Sins, which |
also did not expect. Since that
night, my relationship with God
has significantly improved. If
God hadn't used the retreat as
a way to reconnect me to Him, |
probably would have denounced
my faith by now. God saved my
life, in more ways than one.
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'\ Sarah Sung

With my recent baptism, | think
God wants me to be here, even
if | don't completely understand
why. My journey to baptism has
been unexpectedly long and full
of detours, but it has taught me to
be obedient, faithful, and content.
While my experiences and
feelings may not be especially
unique or special, | know God
cares for me, and His timing is
right.

In sharing my thoughts and
feelings, | hope you may also feel
encouraged to continue trusting
in Him. Don’t lose hope, even
when in despair; God is faithful,
and He loves each and every
single one of us very much!

“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith.
For the joy set before Him He
endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
Consider Him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that
you will not grow weary and lose
heart.” (Hebrews 12:2-3)
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As Sunday school teachers
we have the duties and
responsibilities to pass on Biblical
teaching and encourage students
to establish a direct connection
with God. Sister Elizabeth and
| have this same goal - to give
fellow students an enjoyable and
lively learning experience.

By adopting different teaching
resources, we can promote
students’ learning by drawing
more relevancy to the Bible
messages. The outcomes have
been encouraging as we heard
students would look forward
to attending Sunday school
and would share with us how
they have experienced God in
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their daily lives. Being able to
witness their growth in faith and
dependence on God in the past
two years is the greatest reward
as a teacher.

Teachers and students are like
in a family. Regardless of how
trivial or important the prayer
request, we, including the
teachers, would openly share our
prayer needs and pray for each
other aloud during class. We
often praised God for answering
our prayers. Over time, the
class has established a trusting
relationship; it is most invaluable
to experience God's provision,
teaching, comfort, and care,
together as a class.

27

A personal appreciation goes
to Sister Elizabeth for holding
the fort when | had to travel
frequently for business and family
needs, she has provided a sense
of stability for the students.

Besides working closely in
Sunday school ministry, Elizabeth
and | also share our burdens and
pray for each other often. During
the Christmas seasons, we would
meet up to sort out the gifts for
our students and spend time for
deeper sharing. Over the years,
this has become a little precious
tradition.



Praise God since childhood, a
loving Sunday school teacher
brought me to attend Sunday
School every week. Even though
| am from an unbelieving family, |
grew up in the Lord’s teaching at
an early age. How blessed it is to
be nurtured and accompanied by
the Truth as | went through every
milestone in my life.

| do not feel worthy to take part in
the Sunday School Ministry, but
God accepts my limitations and
has given me this opportunity to
go deeper in knowing Him. Praise
the Lord, through the interactions
with the students and their
thought-provoking questions, |
was able to reflect deeper on the
Truth myself.

When | first became a Sunday
school teacher, my former co-
teacher shared that the goal of
Sunday school is to create a
happy and enjoyable experience
for students so that they would
be motivated to continue learning
about the Biblical Truth and
come to Sunday school. With
that in mind, we used mini
activities and games to aid with
Bible storytelling and scripture
memorization, all with the hope to
deliver the Bible messages more

effectively so that students could
apply the learning in their daily
lives.

In the past two years, in addition
to the regular sessions on prayer,
scripture memorization, Bible
storytelling, and singspiration, our
class has added a component on
personal Bible sharing. To build
up a discipline on daily Bible
reading, each week in class,
each student and teacher would
take turn to share the greatest
learning from the past week’s
Bible reading. Guiding questions
were provided on what to share
— what happened, who were the
key characters, why it happened,
what are the Truths, and how to
apply them in our lives.

When Sister Judy first proposed
adding the Bible sharing
component, | was weak in faith
thinking that this would be too
challenging for our students
(aged 7-8), and that they would
be reluctant to try. Praise God!
At first, students had difficulties
in articulating about what Truths
they found and how they could
apply them. But gradually, the
students began to share how
they have applied the Truths
in their lives, even to the point
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of sparking further discussions
among classmates. These
exchanges and interactions were
far beyond my expectation of
what could have happened.

Furthermore, together we
practiced how to show care
and concern to others around
us. One time, students made
some handicrafts with scriptures
inscripted and gifted them to
some elders at church. This
helped bond the students and
the elderly in the family of God,
creating some sweet memories
for each other. It is hoped that
this could stay in their Journey of
Faith and they will be willing to
support each other along the way
heavenward.

Sister Judy and | are still relatively
green in the Sunday School
ministry, but we are grateful to be
able to learn from more mature
teachers’ experiences in dealing
with issues from class, and
are often encouraged by their
sharing. Finally, | hope that all
Sunday school students are able
to grow in the love and the truth
of God, and one day they may be
the next Sunday school teachers
to pass on the Lord’s teachings
to other young students.
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\ # M8 Lester Wong

| am Lester, and | am 8 years old this year.
In Sunday school, | learned to forgive others.
| remember that the Bible taught us "Do not
let the sun go down while you are still angry"
Ephesians 4:26, so | learned to forgive
others. For example, when my brother hit
me, | would continue caring for him. 1 also
like to sing in the children's choir during
the Christmas season every year, and my
favorite hymn is "Away in a Manger”. | am
thankful for the teachers for their teaching,
and often introduce games to play with us
and give us gifts. | will work hard to practice
what | have learned in Sunday school, and
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My favorite hymn is hymn 385 ‘An Evening
Prayer’ because the melody of this hymn is
very nice. This hymn can be sung at night,
reminding me if | had done something bad
that day, | will ask the Lord to forgive me.
My favorite Bible verse is ‘Ask, and you will
receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened to you. For whoever
asks, receives; whoever seeks, finds; whoever
knocks, the door is opened for him' (Matthew
7:7-8). | love this verse because when we
pray to our Heavenly Father, He will answer
our prayers. My greatest memory in class was
playing a game called DIXIT, the game was
fun and could test our imagination.
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be a child that pleases my Heavenly Father.
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My favorite verse is ‘It is better to give than to
receive’ (Acts 20:35). | love the story of David
and Goliath from 1 Samuei 17 because David
won over the big guy with only five stones. My
best time in Sunday school was with my best
friend Matthew. My relationship with God |
guess is okay because when | have test | would

pray.
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My favorite bible verse is ‘“Your word is a lamp for
my feet, a light on my path.’” (Psalm 119:105).
My favorite Bible story is when Jesus heals in
response to faith. My favorite hymn is ‘River of
Joy’ from Streams of Praise. My most memorable
moments at Sunday School include the following:

* We played games to help us memorize Bible
verses easily. One of the games was to pass
the ball with music and when the music stops the
person with the ball has to say the Bible verse.

» We did activities to remember Bible stories. We
painted wooden shoes and gave it to the elderly in
church as a gift. We also recited a Bible verse to
them.

+ We reenacted Bible stories. When we learnt
about Jesus washing Peter’s feet, our Sunday
school teacher demonstrated washing others’ feet
to us.

« Bible sharing is helpful and is a great reminder
that God is always helping us. We would share
a small summary and talk about our own
experiences and learnings.

* The smartboard we have promotes learning.
The features on the board are interactive and fun
which makes it engaging and interesting.

My greatest memory was my first class
because that is when | first met God. My
favorite Bible story is Bartimaeus the blind.
The Bible scripture 1 like is “Jesus said: | am
the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).
My favorite hymn is “Seek Ye First". In terms
of my relationship with God, | believe in God
a lot because He gave me many things. He
also taught me a lot, which is why | believe
in God, so | think everyone on earth should
trust in God.
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Church addresses and meeting times:

Hong Kong church — 11, Castle Road, Mid Levels, Hong Kong Tel :  (852) 2548-6949 Fax: (B52) 2858-9055
Sunday school: 11:00 am Sunday services: 2:00 pm, 7:00 pm

Wednesday services: 7:00 pm  Testimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every even month at 7:00 pm
Kowloon church 71, Waterloo Road, Homantin, Kowloon Tel: (852) 2713-5455

Sunday school: 9:30 am Sunday services: 10:30 am, 7:00 pm

Friday services: 7:00 pm Testimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every odd month at 7:00 pm
Vancouver church — 1531 W. 15th Ave., Vancouver. B.C. Canada VBJ 2K5 Tel : (+1) 604-732-4470
Sunday school: 10:00 am Sunday services: 11:00 am, 7:00 pm Wednesday services: 7:.00 pm

Website www.pentecostal-mission.org
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