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Judy Ho foljlhe

My life had begun to change
since the Christmas of 2009. The
day was supposed to be the most
joyous time of the year and yet |
did not have the slightest feeling of
joy in me.

I grew up in church since |
was little and I once received the
Baptism of the Holy Spirit during
Vancouver summer camp in 2006,
just before I headed into university.
It was the year that many brothers
and sisters also received God's
grace. I was mostly influenced by
the atmosphere in camp, especially
when all brothers and sisters were
all praying in unity with the same
heart wanting to get closer to God.
I did not want to be left out in

the crowd. Despite this intention,
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my prayer was still answered by
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
After I left camp, my spiritual life
gradually rolled downhill as my
mind and heart were distracted by
the new university life that I was
in. My focus drifted from God to
meeting new friends, I was very
excited for the freedom of living
on my own for the very first time.
Gradually, the power of the Holy
Spirit left me as I was too occupied
with all the earthly matters. 1
had forgotten how close I was
once with God. During the years
after, I was living a normal life
of any university student, doing
everything that all peers of my age
would do, even doing everything
that a Christian should not be
doing. I enjoyed most of the things

12

[ > 934 %= 2 B 7L > B 22
TEFEZA ERF AL S
2 R = 4F - ] AR T 0 e T JBE
TZDAER S B A R -

R S B A A — RN
) AT TAT > 7 A AR
AN i B A o B IAT 1 A A
GRIECE S S-SR =X (PSP
B A B TR R A - B
Fe o

I did and was not ashamed of them
at that time. As time went on, I
even stopped doing the daily basics
of reading the bible and going to
Sunday service, but somehow, |
still prayed to God — but that was
only when I was in need of His
help. In that little busy life of mine,
I knew that if anything happened
to me, I could still go to God for
help. I was too satisfied with all
the things I had in life, to a point
that I purposely forgot about God
because I did not want to credit
Him for all my good fortune. I felt
like I was entitled to it all.

Then an opportunity came
for me to have an 8 months
compulsory co-op work placement
in Shanghai from January to

August of 2010, thus the chance



for a short stay over in Hong Kong.
During my stay in Hong Kong,
I had experienced an incident in
my very own family which made
me realized how fragile people's
love towards each other could be,
especially when money and wealth
were involved. These “people”
were the closest I had in my family.
When the incident happened and
I saw their true-selves revealed,
I felt betrayed, devastated and
heartbroken. How money and
wealth could win over decades of
relationships. People’s behaviour
changed, unpredictably, in ways
that I could not imagine possible
and these “people” also included
myself. It was then I remembered
back in 2006 summer when 1
promised Father the Lord that I
would be His follower, no matter
what happened, but I betrayed
Him, not once, but repeatedly
over the past years. Whenever
I was in need, I bargained with
Him of what I would do in return
if He helped me with whatever
difficulties and challenges I was
facing at the moment. I promised
I would follow Him truthfully, but
I lied. I promised Him I would be
a real Christian, but I lied. Here,
I could not even bear with what
I had been through in my family
with only just one incident, but
it was incomparable to the many
times | had made Father the Lord
feeling heartbroken and betrayed.
My heart was deeply
touched during the 2009

Christmas service when I heard

choir sang the hymn of Streams
CPRER A A Y 55 AL
S EPA UK B BT

tears started dripping down

of Praise.

my face, and all I wanted to do
then was to go home and pray.
Immediately after the service, I
went back to my staying place
and kneeled humbly before the
Lord and asked His forgiveness
for my years of betrayal, and at
the same time [ was so thankful
that despite of the many changes,
His love to me had remained
the same. Not very long after, I
was speaking in tongues. There
was a feeling of peace and joy,
knowing that the Lord once
again had forgiven my sins and
accepted me with the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit. This became the
most memorable Christmas I had
ever had.

I am so thankful for how
the Lord had prepared me for
Shanghai with the most precious
gift — gift of the return of the
Holy Spirit into my heart. In the
past six months, life in Shanghai
could be summarized in one
phrase - intense spiritual warfare.
It was very hard on me through a
spiritual stand point as I faced so
many challenges and difficulties
every day at work.

As a new born baby in Christ
the challenges and difficulties I
faced were not easy to handle.
Repeatedly every day I had
to stand firm against various
temptations and persuasion of

sinning against God. There were
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times I lost in these challenges, but
immediately I had this very uneasy
feeling inside me. I learned that
it was more important to do the
right things in the faith of the Lord
instead of doing things right in the
eyes of others. There was nothing
more precious than having a close
connection with God. When I was
connected to Him, I was able to
make the right choices. Whenever
I totally surrendered myself to
the Lord in situations that seemed
like I would be forced to give in,
the Lord showed me His presence
every time. There was a time when
I was invited to play mahjong
with my boss and colleagues, and
repeatedly I told them that I am
a Christian and I would not play.
However I was still being forced
to play with them. I kept praying
for God to help me to escape from
the situation, just then my phone
rang, and it was a call from a sister
in Church. The phone call came
at a perfect time for me to use it
as an excuse to stay away from
playing mahjong with them. My
faith got strengthened in the Lord
each time I crossed over a hurdle.
Throughout all these challenges,
there were times I felt exhausted
and worn out. [ felt like I could not
walk another step further, but God
always immediately comforted me
with His timely words. Through
prayers, the Lord helped me to
regain the strength that I needed to
carry on.

Why did it take me this long

to write this testimony? It was
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because it took me quite some time
to get over my pride of admitting
that I had once fallen. But I am
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so thankful that through my
weakness, God never give up on

me and continuously teach me in
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His miraculous ways. Now, writing
this testimony is something I want

to do sincerely. Praise to the Lord!
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From left: Jonathan Lee (son), Ruth Lee (mother), David Lee (father)
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David Lee, San Francisco
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The Lord’s loving kindnesses indeed never cease,

For His compassions never fail.

They are new every morning;

Great is Thy Faithfulness.

I was raised in a traditional
Chinese family—my parents and
my grandmother worshipped our
ancestors according to the ancient
ways. When I was at university
in the United States, I met a lot
of Christians who were quite
involved in various ministries but
never really carried themselves
as a Christian should. I partied
with them. I hung out with them.
They made no effort to separate
themselves from the rest of the
world—a group that I belonged
to. In short, they were typical
“Christians by name”—their
actions showed me that Christians
were no different than I was—
why should I convert if it was all
the same?

When I met my wife and her
mother in 1987, however, 1 found

their brand of Christianity very

Lamentations 3:22-23

different. The God they trusted
held a major part in their lives,
and although they did not talk
about God all the time like the
Christians I knew, I felt God’s
presence dominate their home.
God was real for them—as real as
people I hung out with.

The first time I attended
Vancouver Pentecostal Church
was in 1990 when we took our
son Jonathan, then a 1 year old,
to be dedicated to the Lord.
Again, something equally
unusual attracted me, unlike
many churches in the U.S. that I
had previously been to. I found
this church focused more on
prayer and a personal relationship
with God as opposed to a
group, communal, and shallow
experience with our Lord. We

returned every summer, and
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in 1992, I decided to join the
church through water baptism.
God also forgave my sins and I
was baptized in the Holy Spirit. I
thought I had gotten everything.
In the years that followed,
due to my son’s schooling and
other worldly matters, we did not
continue to attend the Revival
Week Services and Summer
Retreat. I ventured into various
businesses trying to work out
something in my life. On the
surface we were no different
from any two-income Christian
family routinely going to work
and attending church. Slowly but
surely, I grew further and further
away from God. The harder
I worked the more I became
disappointed and frustrated.
Why do non-Christians enjoy
such success? Why did Christian
partners conduct business the
way they did? Why have all my
efforts come to nothing? As
time passed, I grew cynical of
our faith, eventually turning my
back on God, His church, and
even my family as a result of
my experiences. I was bitter and
distanced myself from everybody.
In 2007, my son attended
the Vancouver retreat for the
first time. Because his school
no longer started in the middle
of August but in the middle of
September instead, he was able
to go; and by God’s grace he
received the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit within a span of five days.

I was so into doing things of the



world that when he asked me to go
the following summer, I refused.
I had never refute my belief in
God. I had always honor God on
Sundays but I no longer felt there
was anything special about the
Pentecostal faith I once enjoyed.
I totally missed the importance
of regeneration and growth in the
Spirit.

At the beginning of this
year, I had hit a low point in my
life. I had turned from God and
relied on myself for too long. It
was at this time that Ruth told me
that if I really wanted things to
work out for me, I should consider
going to Vancouver this summer
to attend the Revival services and
also to the retreat that followed—
to recommit myself to God and
fulfill the promise I once made.
She told me that God would hold
us accountable to the promise we
once made to Him. I realized that
while I did not live in Hong Kong
or Vancouver, I should not stay
away too long. The Holy Spirit
worked in my heart and I listened
this time. I felt I desperately
needed God again.

When I arrived in Vancouver
the Saturday before retreat, I did

not feel good about myself at
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all. I had reached the end of my
rope—whether on a business or
personal level, I felt like a total
failure. When I went to church on
Saturday night, however, everyone
welcomed me as if I left only the
day before—1I was moved by their
love and acceptance. On the first
night of camp, I had a nice chat
with my roommate, Geoffrey
Ko. He shared with me his life
experiences; | learned that I was
not alone and that he also had
many disappointments in the past.
The life testimonies from others
in discussion group in the days
that followed opened my eyes to
the challenges and struggles they
face. I realized I am not the only
one to experience what people see
as unfair. In fact, considering all I
did, I realized exactly how loving
and generous God had been and
continued to be towards me.

The Holy Spirit continued
to work in me, and by Monday,
I came to a point of deep
appreciation of God’s many
blessings in the past. It was that
appreciation which held my focus.
His loving-kindness so moved
me that I could think of nothing
else but His grace when I knelt

down at the prayer time that
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night. It was that appreciation
which brought me so close to
God—to the point where I once
again received the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit, and praised Him in
the language He gave me. The
grudges I held against others were
no longer there—God’s great love
had erased them completely. All
that mattered was my personal
relationship with Him—and
nothing else matters now.

Now that I have been
renewed, I know that there are
many things I have missed out in
the past years. I know that I have
a lot to catch up with—a lot of
learning and growing now that
I have been given this second
chance.

It is purely the grace and
mercy of Almighty God that
enabled me to once again enjoy a
fellowship with Him. My change
was all due to the unceasing
prayers and support of my dear
family and friends, and the
unfailing intercession of my 92
year old mother-in-law, Mrs.
Audrey Tsang (Tsang Kwok Yuet
Yung). I am truly blessed to have
a family like mine. Praise be to
God!
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Church addresses and meeting times:

Hong Kong church——11, Castle Road, Mid Levels, Hong Kong Tel: (852) 2548-6949 Fax: (852) 2845-2769

Sunday school: 11:00 am Sunday services: 2:00 pm, 7:00 pm Wednesday services: 7:00 pm
Testimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every even month at 7:15 pm

Kowloon church——71, Waterloo Road, Homantin, Kowloon Tel: (852) 2713-5455

Sunday school: 9:30 am Sunday Services: 10:30 am, 7:00 pm Friday services: 7:00 pm

Testimony and Fellowship Meeting: second Tuesday of every odd month at 7:15 pm

Vancouver church——1531 W. 15th Ave., Vancouver, B. C. Canada V6J 2K5 Tel: (604) 732-4470
Sunday school: 10:00 am Sunday services: 11:00 am, 7:00 pm Wednesday services: 7:00 pm

Web site—http://www.pentecostal-mission.org
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