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My name is Gabriel Ko. I received
the Remission of Sins at the Summer
Retreat in Hong Kong during the first
hour of Wednesday, 22 July 2015.
Going into the Summer Retreat, I did
not expect to get anything at first. I
really did not prepare at all for the
Retreat because I had been working
hard in Japan just before coming
to Hong Kong. So I was expecting
to “rest” and “take it easy” even on
the first day. However, as I began
to think about the things I had done
and the ways I had wronged God,
I had this unsettling feeling within
me. So I began to actually seek the
Remission of Sins and the infilling
of the Holy Spirit. I prayed earnestly
but at times I felt that I was talking to
a brick wall that nothing was getting
through to God. At the same time
I really doubted whether God was
even listening to me. Then I talked

Believe
and
Receive

to a brother in Christ and he asked
me if I even knew what I was praying
for. I replied that I knew: it was to
get the Holy Spirit and such...But
at that moment I realized that I did
not even really understand why I
needed the Remission of Sins and
the Holy Spirit. I was treating it like
a “trophy” which one could obtain
and then move on. I also still had
that unsettling feeling in me. So I
began to pray again, except this time
I sincerely prayed with all my heart,
asking God to forgive me of all the
things I had done wrong...There
was not any specific thing or “sin”
I mentioned, but I knew I needed
to get rid of that guilty feeling. At
that moment I immediately became
calm and peaceful and was no longer
feeling “unsettled”. I had received the
Remission of Sins, but I had doubts. I

doubted whether or not this was real
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and I went in circles thinking about
whether or not I had been forgiven.
However, I continued to pray and I
knew that God had forgiven me and
that I had truly received the Remission
of Sins. I did not cry or have visions
of Jesus coming to me and speaking
to me, but I just believed that God
had forgiven me and I instantly knew
at that time that I had received the
Remission of Sins. Before, I would
always pray for a feeling or looking
for some kind of confirmation; but a
feeling is not what we are praying for,
we are asking God to forgive us and
also to give us the Holy Spirit, and
these are not feelings but God’s grace.
I thank and praise God for His mercy
and grace, and will continue to seek
the infilling of the Holy Spirit so that
I may live out the new life in Jesus

Christ with consistency and strength.
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Hirst Taste of
Salvation

Before I went to the Summer Retreat
in Hong Kong, I always knew that I
had to be focused and set my heart on
seeking after God’s mercy and saving
grace, but I never tried or wanted
it—it was just knowledge in my head.
I prepared for the Summer Retreat
by studying the topics and reflecting
on them, but I did not prepare my
heart for it. So I entered the retreat
just because I was sent there by my
father; I did not have a burning heart
to “chase after God”. However, on
Monday Ho Cheung-man received the
Holy Spirit in the room next to mine.
It made me think that I should really
be focused and get serious about my
relationship with God. The second
day (Tuesday) came and I was able to
concentrate more in my prayer. That

evening, I prayed hard but it seemed

that I was trying to make my prayer
sound good which made me feel
untruthful to God; I felt I was making
things up and praying to myself.
By the third day (Wednesday) more
young people received the Remission
of Sins and the Holy Spirit, so I knew
I had to do something. Usually in my
prayers I have many things going on
in my head —worries become doubts
and doubts become distractions. So
I started praying that night by asking
God to clear all those things so I could
really focus on Him. At one point I
justkept praying and was not thinking
much. I simply asked God to forgive
my sins in general (that is, I did not
list all my sins, but just asked God
to forgive me because I was sinful).
I then felt as if my heart was like a

raging ocean, but it suddenly became
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very still and calm, I felt happy and
peaceful. That was the moment I
knew I had received the Remission of
Sins. The following day (Thursday)
I left the camp. During that day I had
many doubts, questioning myself if
I really did receive the Remission
of Sins, or was I saying I received
it because many young people did,
making me want to sound like part of
that group that received God’s grace.
However, on Friday night there was
a church service, and during prayer
time I asked God if I actually did
receive the Remission of Sins. I
felt that God gave me confirmation,
making me feel His presence and
letting me believe that He is real. I
am now seeking the Holy Spirit and I
thank God for this experience!
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I remember that I have attended
the Vancouver Summer Retreat with
my parents for many times over the
years. By attending this year, I was
able to meet many brothers and sisters
who were happy to share their stories
and testimonies of God's love and
faithfulness with me. I also learned
a lot throughout the Retreat during
discussion, having meals together
and listening to sermons. Near the
end of the Retreat during Thursday
morning’s prayer time, God remitted
me of my sins. God's love is amazing!

I followed two fundamental
principles in an attempt to progress
and grow closer to Christ this year
at the Retreat: (1) I would be honest
with people; (2) I would not refuse
invitations for conversation or prayer.
When I was truly honest with myself,
I saw poor habits that I needed to
change, such as a nonexistent
devotional and weak prayer life. I
also challenged myself by accepting
all offers of fellowship, making me
talk with many mature Christians who
genuinely wanted to help me grow in
Christ. In addition, participating in the
late-night prayer meetings allowed
me to share and learn from other
young individuals who were also
passionate about seeking a personal
relationship with the Lord. These
two rules helped me focus on seeking
God during the Retreat without trying
to find other excuses or having any
distractions.

During the Retreat, many church

A blessing trip

members talked with me, trying to
learn more about me and my spiritual
walk with Christ. Geoffrey Ko, who
knew me when I was very young,
talked with me on several different
occasions trying to find out what
was hindering my relationship with
God. Geoffrey shared how important
it was to forgive people who have
offended or harmed me in the past. By
forgiving those individuals, it would
liberate me from dwelling in the past
holding grudges or carrying burdens.
It would allow me to grow closer to
the Lord by not trying to seek justice
for their wrongdoings.

I realized that in order to grow
closer to God, I needed to spend more
time in prayer. So on Wednesday
night, I went to the prayer room on the
fourth floor and started to pray alone,
as I was desperate and determined to
seek God. Many brothers and sisters
also filled the room to pray. After they
all left, I prayed alone for a while. I
later decided to chat with Rodin Wong
and Gabriel Ko, discussing what else I
needed to surrender to God. They left
when it got late. Realizing that now I
was alone in the room without other
people around to hear me, I decided to
whisper my prayers in order to remain
focused talking to God. But being
concerned about sleep, I decided to
return to my room. I remembered
telling my roommate Isaac Tai, who
was awake at that time, about my
disappointment in my failed prayer
efforts after spending so much time.
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I knew that even though I was
unsuccessful in my efforts, I felt the
long hours of prayer did draw me
closer to God. Realizing that the
Retreat would be over soon, I tried to
be diligent and started the Thursday
morning prayer session early for the
quieter prayer atmosphere. After
praying for a short time at my usual
spot by the front of the room, Mee
Wong suggested me joining her at
the last row of chairs at the back
of the room, where I would also be
praying alongside Pearl Wong. Every
so often during my prayer, they would
ask me about how my conversation
with God was, and respond with
a prayer suggestion or words of
encouragement. Roughly midway
through prayer, I recalled Mee asking
me whether I felt rejected by God for
not forgiving me. While I was not
too emotional during prayer, I could
feel my body shake and tremble. I
knew that I was close to receiving
forgiveness, but still lacked faith.
I clearly remembered the turning
point in receiving the remission of
sins was after thinking about how
the people at Church genuinely loved
me, how my parents loved me deeply,
but that God's love was larger and
unmatched. At that point I started
to cry and felt convinced that Jesus
Christ paid the price on the cross for
my sins. It was such a blessing having
my life transformed this year at the
Vancouver Summer Retreat.
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Church addresses and meeting times :

Hong Kong Tel :  (852) 2548-6949 Fax : (852) 2845-2769
Sunday school : 11 : 00 am Sunday services : 2 : 00 pm * 7 : 00 pm Wednesday services : 7 : 00 pm
Testimony and Fellowship Meeting : second Tuesday of every even month at 7 : 00 pm

Hong Kong church——11 » Castle Road @ Mid Levels *

Kowloon church——71 » Waterloo Road * Homantin *

Kowloon Tel :  (852) 2713-5455

Sunday school : 9 : 30 am Sunday Services : 10 : 30am - 7 : 00 pm Friday services : 7 : 00 pm
Testimony and Fellowship Meeting : second Tuesday of every odd month at 7 : 00 pm

Vancouver church——1531 W. 15th Ave. : Vancouver °

B. C. Canada V6J 2K5 Tel :  (604) 732-4470

Sunday school : 10 : 00 am Sunday services : 11 : 00 am > 7 : 00 pm Wednesday services : 7 : 00 pm

Web site—http : //www.pentecostal-mission.org
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