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I, Johnny Sue, was born in
Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada,
to immigrant parents who grew
vegetables for a large grocery store.
I was the youngest of their nine
children.

Our family moved to
Vancouver when I was five. There
were five Protestant churches in
Chinatown then. One Pentecostal
church brought a few foreign
missionaries to Chinatown to
evangelize the Chinese community.
A Chinese pharmacist who served
as their interpreter introduced my
mother to Jesus Christ.

My mother started taking my
siblings and me to church after her
conversion. | have always felt and
believed that there is a true God. I
tried to keep his commandments as
much as I could, but in my younger
years I would still succumb to
temptations and was sometimes led
astray because of human weaknesses.

In the late 1960s, my mother
founded a small “church” that met
in our home. Several immigrants
who were former members of the
Pentecostal Mission in Hong Kong
and Zhong Shan became core
members, including the late Mrs.

Rose Leong, who was responsible

for much of the teaching. I married
Christina Cheng in 1968. She was
also a member of the Pentecostal
Mission. In the mid-1970s, a pastor
from San Francisco visited our
house church, and I was encouraged
to receive water baptism as an
indication of my faith in Jesus
Christ. I was baptized in English Bay
in Vancouver on 3 August, 1975.

When the Pentecostal
Tabernacle Vancouver was
established in 1986, many core
members of our house church,
including my wife and daughter,
left to re-join their mother church.
The number of the house church
congregation decreased sharply.
When my mother moved into a
senior care home due to old age in
1990, worship services in our home
ceased. I also stopped attending
church services.

I came to the Pentecostal
Tabernacle Vancouver for the first
time when my daughter Tracy got
married here in 1996. Since then, I
have been attending this church quite
regularly. Although I have never
been late to any service I attend, Mr.
S. H. Sung, the Superintendent, and
other caring Christian brothers and

sisters had repeatedly admonished
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and encouraged me to get more
serious about my relationship
with God and be more focused on
personal salvation and the infilling
of the Holy Spirit.

In April, 2017, when I heard
that my grandson, Gabriel, had
decided to be baptized and join
the church, I was at the same time
encouraged by a few loving Christian
sisters to take a decisive step to
declare my faith in, and allegiance
to, Jesus Christ. God also put a
sincere desire in my heart to develop
a closer relationship with Him, so
I applied to be transferred to the
Pentecostal Tabernacle Vancouver.

I feel that God has been merciful
and gracious to me, for he has delivered
me from life-threatening illnesses
several times. His commandments also
help me in every aspect of my daily
life—in interpersonal relationships,
overcoming worries, and fulfilling my
daily responsibilities. I am aware of
my human weaknesses, but am also
encouraged daily by the passage in
Philippians 3:13-14, “But one thing
I do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead. I press
on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward

in Christ Jesus.” Praise God!
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I would like to share loudly
and clearly why I decided to join this
church as a member, after over 30
years of coming to church services.

I am a very simple person who
does not want to do anything extra.
As long as I keep coming to church
to praise God, listen to His message

and follow through, I am good.
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Members of the church treat me like
a part of the family. I receive a lot
of love and encouragement. I love
this church, which preaches Gospel
message according to the Bible. We
are always reminded to repent, remit
of sin, and ask for the Holy Spirit to
guide us. We pray and read the Bible

every day.
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As I am older and wiser now,
I asked myself: “Would I rather be
a member of this family church,
than remain always a visitor? ” The
answer is “yes”, so my decision is
made.

Now I am officially a proud
member of the church. This is the

church I like to belong to.
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My name is Joyce Tsang and
I participated in this year’s Baptism
Ceremony. The reason why I
decided to be baptized was because
I wish to start a new life with Jesus
Christ and God. Also, I want my
future paths and decisions to be led

by Jesus.
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As I grew up, I realized that
decisions made by myself would
sometimes have uncertainty about
whether it was right or what God
wanted. Therefore, I believe that it is
good to have Jesus’ guidance to lead
my way.

After being baptized, I hope
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that Jesus will lead my future
decisions and paths, and I will
walk with Him. I am grateful and
blessed to have the opportunity to be
baptized.
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My name is Gabriel Ko, and
here is my testimony regarding
my baptism earlier this year. The
reason for my baptism was simple:
I wanted to commit myself to God
and become a member of the church.
However, it took me quite some time
to come to the point where I was
fully committed to this decision.

Back in the summer of 2015,
I received the remission of sins
during my time at the Hong Kong
Summer Camp. My mindset back
then was “Great, I am finally getting
somewhere in my relationship with

God.” However, that mindset was
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making me become complacent and
had a negative effect on my spiritual
life and my daily life. I won’t go into
too many minor details, but I'll try
to summarize the biggest lessons I've
learned.

I think the biggest lesson that
I have learned in these two years
is this: God doesn’t want me to be
perfect, before I commit to Him.

Now, maybe you are reading
this and thinking: “Well, of course
Gabriel, everyone knows you can’t
be perfect, it is the commitment and
personal relationship/ connection

with God that is important.” And to
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that I would say: “You are absolutely
right!” However, it took me quite
some time to actually realize what
that meant. I had this mindset of
trying to be “perfect” — to say the
“right things”, do the “right things”,
and if I wasn’t perfect, I had no
right/ place to be communicating
with God. Maybe I looked down on
myself because deep down I knew
that I could never be perfect. Then
it hit me! If I was never going to be
perfect, what’s the point anyway,
I told myself. I kind of gave up on
my relationship with God. Now,

don’t get me wrong — I still went to
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church, prayed, and tried to read the
Bible when possible, but I wasn’t
spiritually and emotionally invested
in it. I was just doing it “for show”.
Not really a show for others, but
more for myself — kind of a checklist
of things for me to do, to validate
myself as a “Christian”.

To cut to the chase, this had a
negative impact on my life. It wasn’t
that I was doing anything “bad”, but
I just gave up on God. The thing
that got me to seriously rethink my
situation was when the opportunity
of being baptised was announced. It
got me thinking about what my faith
was about. Was it about trying to
be perfect for God? Was it to make
myself look good? Was it to make
sure I fit in the church?

I knew God was real, I knew
that God loved me ... but I could
never seem to commit to God. That’s
what I realized ... all this time I was
telling myself that I had to become
a model Christian BEFORE I could
have a relationship with God. I
wanted to be the perfect Christian
and I could never be, but it’s not
about that. It’s about committing to
God, not because I was perfect, but
because I was imperfect. That was a
tough pill to swallow. I felt helpless
because I knew that if I tried to do
things my way, I'm not going to go

anywhere meaningful. I wanted my

life to revolve around me first, and
then God second. It doesn’t work like
that obviously, but I didn’t see that.

And so, even when I made the
decision to be baptised, I was still
very hesitant. [ was worried about
whether I would be committed to
the church and God. I feared having
to commit myself to something,
but it also made me realize that
it’s not through my own “mental
toughness” or “dedication” that I can
have a meaningful and beneficial
relationship with God. It’s the fact
that I HAVE to rely on God, in
order to be healthy, that’s the hard
part, but it is the most humbling and
meaningful lesson I've learned.

The purpose for this testimony
is not for me to write a “feel good”
story, but it is a way I can share what
I was going through to others. I am
young, and have so much to learn
and experience. But I would say my
overall attitude has changed from
“being perfect, and only then God
will listen to you” to “I need God to
help me, and so I will trust in him.”

A really famous verse that I
would like to share is Psalm 23:1-4
“The LORD is my shepherd, I lack
nothing. He makes me lie down in
green pastures, He leads me beside
quiet waters, He refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths

for His name’s sake. Even though I

walk through the darkest valley, I
will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort
me.”

Note the “He makes me lie
down in green pastures” and “He
guides me along the right paths for
His name’s sake.”

So, you might be wondering
this is a great story and all, but
what does this have to do with my
baptism? Well, I felt that I needed to
be baptised because I needed to take
the first step, and to commit to God
in front of the church. Secondly, I
realized that I was making so many
excuses for myself but ultimately, I
was scared of being inadequate.

It’s kind of tough writing this
because I forgot some of the most
basic things of faith. I forgot how to
trust in God, I forgot that I needed
God, in ALL aspects of my life. I
wasn’t being truthful to myself. I
needed to go back to the basics of
my faith, and re-evaluate myself. I
have to be honest and get over the
fact that I can’t do everything myself,
that there are needs in so many areas
of my life, and the only one that can
help me is God.

I hope that my experience is
helpful to someone who may be
struggling with the same things I

was struggling with.
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This is my story

Life is a journey encompassing
many stories of ups and downs,
sorrow and joy, struggles and peace,
continuous learning and personal
growth. I am sharing a piece of

the story of my life, in which I am

grateful to have a loving heavenly
Father and humbled by the power
of the Holy Spirit. This journey has
taught me that as I anchored my faith
in God, I can live life to the fullest

in the midst of a storm. Sharing with
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my friends who are suffering helps
us not to focus on our own need,
relying on God day by day, take
comfort from the peace within and
witness for Him.

When I retired, I thought about



what does God want me to do with
my life? I realized that throughout
our work life, we never spent much
time with Andrew's (my husband’s)
family when we visited Hong Kong.
However, God gave us a chance
when his sister-in-law got sick in
Jasper, we rushed there to be with
them. While she was in the hospital,
we had several days to talk to his
brother about life and what we
believe in. After she recovered, we
decided to get together on a 30-day
cruise, to spend time with each other.

A month before the cruise
started, I was due for a mammogram.
In the following week, I had to go
back for further examination; a
biopsy was performed a few days
later. The biopsy confirmed that I
had cancer which would require
a surgery and treatments, two
days before we left for the cruise.
However, the surgeon cleared me to
go on this trip. Trusting that God is
in control of my life and His timing
is perfect, I requested Joseph Ko to
pray over me at a Wednesday night
service. In faith, we left for the trip.

We had a great time travelling
together from Dubai to Cape Town,
visited ten countries, saw the
Big Five in Africa and had many
opportunities to share our beliefs and
our lives with them. Our relatives
were more concerned of my health
condition but they also witness the
serenity within us throughout this
journey. We came home with fond
memories and have become much
closer as a family.

Both surgery and treatments

went smoothly. God gave me enough
strength to carry me through,
like in the hymn “Great is thy
Faithfulness” where “morning by
morning new mercies I see”. The
surgery took around two hours and
I was discharged from the hospital
a few hours later. I suffered no pain
from the two incisions, did not need
to take any pain medication. I also
managed to walk to Cancer Agency
for most of my treatments even with
fatigue, went to church as usual and
many were not even aware that I was
sick.

God has another plan installed
for me. I have three friends who were
going through serious health issues
around the same time. It gave me a
great platform to share our journeys,
encouraged one another in Christ.
One of them is an old classmate
from Ying Wa who is suffering from
liver problem. She was in terrible
pain as well as high fever, but the
doctors could not find a solution for
her. She had a surgery due to other
complications, but her problems still
lingered. She kept her spirit up by
hanging on to God’s promise that He
will never forsake her. We became
much closer friends since our
sicknesses, and I am amazed how
God has sustained her for almost a
year now. Here is a quote from her
testimony to us. “Every day is a gift
from above. Every act of submission
is a step nearer to the heart of God.”

The second one is a Catholic
friend whom I have known for many
years. One day, she asked me to have

lunch with her. When I saw her, she
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told me that she had cancer and I
told her that I have one myself. She
relaxed immediately knowing that
she would have company on this
journey. I shared with her how I dealt
with my own worries. When she
went in for surgery, she remembered
that I told her that she could count
on God when she might be scared.
She prayed earnestly and she felt
peace. I continued to support her as
she required a second surgery a few
months later.

The third one is a retired
colleague whom we shared similar
vision in education pedagogy but
vastly different in religious beliefs.
When she heard that I had cancer,
she asked how I felt. My response
was that I had peace knowing my life
was in God’s hand. She immediately
questioned if I had a choice in this.
I explained that I did have a choice,
and I chose to trust God. Shortly
after, she fell and broke her wrist,
had surgery and endured a long
rehabilitation process. We see each
other regularly, and I pray that some
day she will recognize there is a
living God overlooking her.

Through this journey, I have
also learned to care for others even
though I was suffering from sickness
myself. The power of God transcends
my weakness into a blessing for
others. I could not have done it
without the overflowing grace from
God, the prayer support from my
family and friends.

“My grace is sufficient for you
for my power is made perfect in

weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9.
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Hong Kong church——11 > Castle Road © Mid Levels © Hong Kong Tel : (852) 2548-6949 Fax : (852) 2858-9055
Sunday school : 11 : 00 am Sunday services : 2 : 00 pm * 7 : 00 pm Wednesday services : 7 : 00 pm
Testimony and Fellowship Meeting : second Tuesday of every even month at 7 : 00 pm

Kowloon church——71 » Waterloo Road * Homantin *

Kowloon Tel :  (852) 2713-5455
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Vancouver church——1531 W. 15th Ave. * Vancouver * B. C. Canada V6J 2K5 Tel : (604) 732-4470

Sunday school : 10 : 00 am Sunday services : 11 : 00 am * 7 : 00 pm

Web site—http : //www.pentecostal-mission.org
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